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nation. In reality it does nothing of the sort; it
represents, as a rule, rather more than one half of the
electorate, and rather less than two thirds of the
House. We speak of the Administration resting on
popular support; forgetting that by something like
a moiety of the electors it is not supported, but on
the contrary Tehemently disliked, and that their only
interest in it is to turn it out and put something
else in its place. The spectacle of millions of free
men in a free state, habitually governed in opposi-
tion to their own will, and their own convictions,
is so astonishing that we prefer to avert our gaze
from it.

The party system is treated as something ex-
ceptional and a little discreditable. Men may be
willing to die for party but they seldom praise it.
For two centuries Englishmen, while throwing an
incredible amount of ardour and energy into their
great faction fight, have systematically condemned
it. Hardly any writer of the first rank except Burke,
or any leading statesman except Mr. Balfour, has
cared to face the facts deliberately From the time
of the great Duke of Marlborough, who towards the
darkening close of his career declared that he had
no wish in the world except to live in some country
where the detested names of Whig and Tory were
unknown, to the present day, there has been an
unbroken stream of theoretical condemnation. No
sentiment is more likely to elicit applause at a
public meeting than the statement that "this,
Mr. Chairman, is not a party question, and 1 do not
propose to treat it from a party standpoint."